Dedication of Seed and Soil

A Springtime Stewardship Celebration

District perspectives:

My ministry files include this rite which was first shared by the Iowa District West Stewardship Committee in 1986.  Thanks to those pioneers.  Their work gave credit to Rogate Sunday materials shared earlier by the Lutheran Laymen’s League.  Celebrating that “Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God, and God’s family, the church, in managing all of life and life’s resources, for God’s purposes” (LCMS Stewardship definition) the Stewardship Committee has resurrected and refined this resource. 

Historical perspectives:

In the early church the fifth Sunday of Easter became known as Rogate Sunday, the Sunday of Prayer.  On this Sunday and on the following three days, congregations would march from the church into the fields and pray for God’s blessing on the fruits of the earth.   
In more recent times Christians, whether in rural or urban areas, have become increasingly aware of God’s good gifts in His creation and the necessity to be good stewards of these gifts.  Thus, we need to be aware of soil and seed, air and water, and the need to use them wisely and well.  We need to thank God for these gifts and to ask Him to continue to give us the blessings of rain, sunshine, clean air, clean water, fertile soil, health, and fruitful labor.

This day reminds us that the people in rural areas, suburbs and cities need each other.  It also reminds us to preserve and improve upon our soil and natural resources in order to share with our children, and pass it on to future generations.  Challenging economic times in many contexts cause us to celebrate God’s goodness and to seek His guidance.

Dedication considerations:

1. It is suggested that the order of worship involve the children

2. The dedication rite would ordinarily follow the Prayers and precede the Benediction or the Preface in the Holy Communion liturgy.  A special order of worship incorporating the dedication rite is also included.
3. Potted plants such as marigolds or petunias should be purchased ahead of time (one plant per child).  These can be placed prominently on a table in the front of the sanctuary.

4. The children would come forward and gather around the table at the appropriate time and prior to “The Litany to God the Creator.”  The children might prepare a song to sing celebrating God the Creator.

5. The dedication of seed and soil can be done inside the church (as printed).  In some contexts the children, along with the entire congregation, can go outside after the benediction to the area where the flowers are to be planted and the dedication rite can be shared in that setting.

6. If the flowers are planted on the church property, be sure you have already loosened the earth and have plenty of helpers and trowels on hand for the children.   

7. The children might also be invited to take their flower home and to plant it in their own (or a neighbor’s, grandparent’s) yard.

8. In addition to the flowers, seeds that will be used in the farm fields can also be brought forward for a blessing.  Vessels of soil and water might also be included in the display. Obviously, the flowers, seeds, etc. are symbolic of all that is planted in the community during the season.  All of our labors are dedicated to the God who made us, saved us, and preserves us.
9. A farmer, agronomist, gardener, or another member directly involved with “seed and soil” might be invited to share a stewardship story about his/her trust in God the Creator and Provider.

10. In 2009 the fifth Sunday of Easter is also Mother’s Day.  Depending on the size of the congregation, the display of flowers may include enough plants so that a plant might be given as a gift to each mother.  

11. While the historic date of dedication is the Fifth Sunday of Easter, the rite might be shared any Sunday in springtime that is convenient for the pastor and congregation. 

Note:  

The dedication rite was part of the annual routine as I organized worship in the rural and small town settings in which I served as pastor. The rite celebrated God as Creator and our role as stewards of what He has so bountifully provided.  I sense that the farmers, gardeners and others who worked with the soil were much more mindful of their Godly vocations and the stewardship responsibility that they had been given. Those in rural and small town settings also sense that their pastor is sensitive to the rural culture of the community.  
May this resource be a blessing in your ministry!

Rev. Bob Riggert, Executive Assistant-Stewardship    
Iowa District West, LCMS

THE RITE OF DEDICATING THE SEED AND THE SOIL

“You shall not defile the land in which you live, in the midst of which I dwell; for I the Lord dwell in the midst of the people of Israel” Numbers 35:34.


During the early days of the church, a Sunday in springtime was set aside as Rogate Sunday, the Sunday of Prayer. On this Sunday, the congregation would march from the church into the fields and pray for God’s blessing on the fruits of the earth. Today, Christian congregations take the opportunity to thank God for His goodness, ask His blessing on seed and soil, repent of their wastefulness and misuse of the good earth, and rededicate themselves to greater service for Him. In that spirit we rededicate ourselves as God’s stewards.

THE LITANY TO GOD THE CREATOR
P:
Have mercy on us

C:
O FATHER, OUR CREATOR AND PROVIDER OF LIFE.

P: 
Have mercy on us

C:
O CHRIST, OUR REDEEMER AND SAVIOR FOR LIFE.

P:
Have mercy on us

C:
O HOLY SPIRIT, OUR SANCTIFIER AND KEEPER IN LIFE.

P:
Be gracious to us

C:
HELP US, SAVE US, MAKE US HOLY, GOOD LORD.

P:
Lord, forgive us

C:
FOR NOT KEEPING YOU FIRST IN OUR LIVES,


FOR NOT TRUSTING YOU ABOVE OUR OWN ABILITY AND STRENGTH,


FOR NOT ASKING FOR YOUR HELP AND GUIDANCE,


FOR NOT THANKING YOU FOR ALL THAT IS GOOD.

P:
But now we do want to thank You, Lord

C:
FOR YOUR GOOD EARTH AND SOIL,


FOR YOUR SUNSHINE AND RAIN,


FOR THE LIFE YOU GIVE TO MAKE THINGS GROW,

FOR GIVING US KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING, METHODS AND MATERIALS, PEOPLE AND MACHINES, WHICH INCREASE YOUR BLESSINGS TO US.

P:
And we thank You, Lord

C:
FOR THE LIFE WE HAVE FROM YOU,


FOR ALL THAT SUSTAINS, NOURISHES, AND SATISFIES IT.

P:
Now give us the grace

C:
TO USE YOUR GIFTS OF SEED AND SOIL, SUN AND RAIN, WISELY, TO SHARE YOUR BLESSINGS GENEROUSLY.

P:
Preserve us, Lord

C:
FROM DROUGHT AND FLOOD, STORM AND BLIGHT, FIRE AND PESTILENCE,


FROM ACCIDENT AND ILLNESS,


FROM CORRUPTION AND MISMANAGEMENT,


FROM SQUANDER AND WASTE, GREED AND SELFISHNESS,


FROM ALL THAT DESTROYS AND DIMINISHES YOUR BLESSINGS TO US.

P:
We ask You, Lord

C:
TO BLESS THE EARTH,


TO GIVE SUCCESS TO DILIGENT LABOR,


TO PROSPER HONEST EFFORT,


TO SUPPLY OUR NEEDS,


TO MAKE OUR SHARING A PLEASURE,


TO MAKE SERVICE TO YOU OUR JOY.

P:
Lord God, Creator, Redeemer, Sanctifier

C:
WE LOOK TO YOU FOR ALL THAT IS GOOD,


WE DEPEND UPON YOU IN ALL THINGS,

WE REDEDICATE OUR LIVES AND SERVICE TO YOU IN WHATEVER WE DO AND WHEREEVER WE ARE.

P:
Hear us and help us, Lord, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.

THE DEDICATION OF SEED AND SOIL
P:
While earth remains, there will be day and night, summer and winter, planting and harvest, cold and heat.  For as the rain and snow come down from heaven and do not return until they have watered the earth, making it blossom and bear fruit, and give seed for sowing and bread to eat, so shall the Word which comes from God prevail;

C:
IT SHALL NOT RETURN TO HIM FRUITLESS WITHOUT ACCOMPLISHING HIS PURPOSE OF SUCCEEDING WITH THE TASK HE GAVE IT.

P:
Lord of springtime and harvest, bless these plants and seeds as symbols of the seed that is sown throughout the world that it may nourish and sustain Your people. And so water the soil which Your gentle rain and warm it with Your golden sunshine, that it might bear fruit to the glory of Your name and the welfare of Your people.

C:
AMEN.
THE DISMISSAL OF THE CHILDREN

We ask you, the children of the Sunday school, to plant these flowers for us. When we walk past them as we enter or leave church, may they remind us that God is the One who blesses seed and soil, giving us every good gift. May we be reminded to respond as responsible stewards.  Depart in peace.

A SPECIAL ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR ROGATE

THE OPENING HYMN

THE INVOCATION
P:
A child said to me “What is grass?”


     fetching it to me with full hands,


How could I answer the child?


     I do not know what it is any more than he.


I guess it must be the flag of my disposition,


     Out of hopeful green stuff woven.


Or I guess it is the handkerchief of the Lord,


     A scented gift and remembrance designedly dropt,


Bearing the owner’s name someway in the corners,


     that we may see and remark and say “Whose?”

C:
IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

THE CONFESSION

THE ABSOLUTION

THE PSALMODY: Psalm 8 (Read responsively)

P:
O Lord, our Lord, Your greatness is seen in all the world!


Your praise reaches up to the heavens;


     It is sung by children and babies.


You are safe and secure from all Your enemies;


     You stop anyone who opposes You.

C:
WHEN I LOOK AT THE SKY, WHICH YOU HAVE MADE,


     AT THE MOON AND THE STARS, WHICH YOU SET IN THEIR PLACES—


     WHAT IS MAN, THAT YOU THINK OF HIM;


     MERE MAN, THAT YOU CARE FOR HIM?

P:
Yet You made him inferior only to Yourself;


     You crowned him with glory and honor.

C:
YOU APPOINTED HIM RULER OVER EVERYTHING YOU MADE;


     YOU PLACED HIM OVER ALL CREATION:


     SHEEP AND CATTLE, AND THE WILD ANIMALS TOO;


     THE BIRDS AND THE FISH


     AND THE CREATURES IN THE SEAS.

P:
O Lord, our Lord, Your greatness is seen in all the world!

THE OLD TESTAMENT RESPONSIVE READING
P:
And God said, “Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.”

C:
AND GOD CALLED THE DRY LAND EARTH, AND THE WATERS THAT WERE GATHERED TOGETHER HE CALLED SEAS. AND GOD SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD.

P:
And God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, upon the earth.”  And it was so.

C:
THE EARTH BROUGHT FORTH VEGETATION, PLANTS YIELDING SEED ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN KINDS, AND TREES BEARING FRUITS IN WHICH IS THEIR SEED, EACH ACCORDING TO ITS KIND. AND GOD SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD.

P:
And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their own kinds: cattle and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so.
C:
AND GOD MADE THE BEASTS OF THE EARTH ACCORDING TO THEIR KINDS AND THE CATTLE ACCORDING TO THEIR KINDS, AND EVERYTHING THAT CREEPS UPON GROUND ACCORDING TO ITS KIND. AND GOD SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD.

P:
And to Adam He said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth to you; and you shall eat the plants of the field.”

C:
“IN THE SWEAT OF YOUR FACE YOU SHALL EAT BREAD TILL YOU RETURN TO THE GROUND, FOR OUT OF IT YOU WERE TAKEN; YOU ARE DUST, AND TO DUST YOU SHALL RETURN.”

P:
Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.

C:
AND WHEN THE LORD SMELLED THE PLEASING ODOR, THE LORD SAID IN HIS HEART, “I WILL NEVER AGAIN CURSE THE GROUND BECAUSE OF MAN, FOR THE IMAGINATION OF MAN’S HEART IS EVEIL FROM HIS YOUTH:

P:
Neither will I ever again destroy every living creature as I have done.

C:
WHILE THE EARTH REMAINS, SEEDTIME AND HARVEST, COLD AND HEAT, SUMMER AND WINTER, DAY AND NIGHT, SHALL NOT CEASE.”

P:
The eyes of all look to Thee, and Thou givest them their food in due season.

R:
THOU OPENEST THY HAND, THOU SATISFIEST THE DESIRE OF EVERY LIVING THING.

ALL:
GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD.

THE NEW TESTAMENT READING:
Matthew 6:25-34

THE CREED: LUTHER’S EXPLANATION OT THE FIRST ARTICLE
I BELIEVE THAT GOD HAS MADE ME AND ALL CREATURES; THAT HE HAS GIVEN ME MY BODY AND SOUL, EYES, EARS, AND ALL MY MEMBERS, MY REASON AND ALL MY SENSES, AND STILL PRESERVES THEM;

ALSO CLOTHING AND SHOES, MEAT AND DRINK, HOUSE AND HOME, WIFE AND CHILDREN, FIELDS, CATTLE, AND ALL MY GOODS; THAT HE RICHLY AND DAILY PROVIDES ME WITH ALL THAT I NEED TO SUPPORT THIS BODY AND LIFE;

THAT HE DEFENDS ME AGAINST ALL DANGER, AND GUARDS AND PROTECTS ME FROM ALL EVIL:

AND ALL THIS PURELY OUT OF FATHERLY, DIVINE GOODNESS AND MERCY, WITHOUT ANY MERIT OR WORTHINESS IN ME;

FOR ALL WHICH IT IS MY DUTY OT THANK AND PRAISE, TO SERVE AND OBEY HIM.

THIS IS MOST CERTAINLY TRUE.

THE SERMON HYMN

THE SERMON

THE OFFERING

THE PRAYERS

THE CHILDREN’S LESSON

THE RITE OF DEDICATING THE SEED AND THE SOIL

