You shall be my witnesses

by Pastor Barry


50 Days – What a whirlwind of activity and conversation. So much had happened.  Can you imagine what it was like for the disciples? Now what?  Fifty days had elapsed since they had discovered the tomb empty. Forty of those days were spent in some strange and wonderful teaching moments with Jesus. Then His Ascension to the throne, followed by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. What next? They were not without clear instructions—a road map if you will: “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 

Gradually, methodically, chaotically and passionately they began to spread out telling the world, “Jesus is Lord!” Empowered by the Spirit, “They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and to the fellowship and to the breaking of the bread and to prayer” (Acts 2:42).  


50 Days – What a whirlwind of activity and conversation. So much has happened.  Here at St. Luke during 50 Days Ablaze! we journeyed from the empty tomb to Pentecost. Now what? Along the way, our hearts have been kindled with the love of Christ for a lost and dying world. There is an excitement and deep-hearted passion among us. What is next?  

The same instructions that Jesus left the early church is what He places in front of us: “You shall me be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Now it is our turn. The baton has been passed and we are the ones to tell the world, “Jesus is Lord!”  The feedback from our Ablaze! groups is being studied and considered. A missions team is being formed. You are invited to nominate someone for that team—someone who demonstrates a heart for the lost and who will help to keep in front of our fellowship the seven mission responses of Learn, Pray, Give, Tell, Send, Go and Celebrate.  

As all of that develops, though, the first thing we can do is to pray.  Pray that God will give us wisdom in the ways in which we can go to "Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the ends of the earth." Secondly, together as His Body, let us devote ourselves anew to the Word, the Fellowship, Holy Communion, and prayer.

