Ablaze With Christ's Love

 by Barry J. Keurulainen, Senior Pastor

“Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us? They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” (Luke 24:32-33)

What began as a fire burning within the heart of two men is setting the world ablaze with the love of Christ.  Their journey with Jesus to Emmaus was about eight miles. The distance from St. Luke to Butler. About a two hour walk, give or take. In that span of time, Jesus taught them from the writings of the Old Testament as to how everything pointed to Him. They did not know it was Him during the walk. Eventually they would recognize Him and then He was gone from their sight. A fire, however, had been ignited within their hearts. The very nature of fire is that it cannot easily be contained. It becomes all consuming. The fire within their heart was no different. They immediately headed back from where they had just come, eight miles back to Jerusalem so that they could pass the spark of this fire onto others.  “It is true! The Lord has risen…” 
Out of breath from excitement as well as the eight mile walk/run, they told the others about seeing Jesus. One of the first Gospel contacts was made. The light of the Gospel was being passed onto others. Since that time, millions of Gospel contacts have been made, causing the world to be ablaze with the love and victory of Jesus Christ.
Now it is our turn. The light of Christ has been ignited within our hearts not only that  “our hearts burn within us” but also that we might tell others and ignite their hearts.  The LCMS Ablaze Initiative has set a goal for us as a church body to share the Gospel with 100 million people who are not believers or not committed to the faith.  Ambitious.  Daunting.  But necessary—because souls are at stake.  Souls for whom Christ shed His blood.  The challenge is for each of us to be sharing the Good News with others.  
We are using the yellow Gospel Contact Cards to count the seeds planted, so that we can report them to LCMS.  The cards are available on the information tables in the church and in the Activity Center lobby.  Each week that you have shared the Gospel with others, write the number of contacts made, the date, and your name.  Place the cards in the offering plate, as your life of witness is an offering to the Lord.  Each week we will pray for the contacts that have been made, that the seed of God’s Word would take root and grow in their lives.  We are ALL witnesses – at ALL ages.  Children are included and are encouraged to turn in contact cards as an offering for prayer and counting.

It may seem odd that we are keeping count. Why are the numbers important?  Numbers matter to God. The Shepherd who kept count of the sheep realized that number 100 was missing.  He reflects this in the Book of Acts where the early Christian Church kept track and 5000 were added in one day. Someone counted each person. Not out of pride or for boasting, but because numbers matter to God. 

Will you join me in these 50 Days and beyond in passing on the fire that burns within our hearts so that through these contacts, the Spirit might ignite the world with Christ’s love? 

To God Alone Be The Glory!
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Gospel Contact Card

A Gospel contact is made when one person gives a clear presentation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to another person, so that there is an opportunity for that person to respond—by receiving the message, rejecting it, or asking for more information.  We are counting the Gospel seeds planted.  We depend on the Holy Spirit to work the miracle of faith.
I made (#) __________ contacts this week. Date: ___________________

Name: _____________________________________________________

“They asked each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within u while he talked with us on the road and revealed the Scriptures to us?’” (Luke 24:32)

St. Luke Church and School, Cabot, PA

Return this card with your offering or to the church or school office.
